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M
ore than 22,000 

people visit Dyersburg 

Regional Medical 

Center’s (DRMC) 

emergency department (ED) 

each year. If you need emer-

gency care, you can feel  

confident that your needs will 

be addressed appropriately by 

one of our board-certified family 

medicine physicians, physician 

assistants or family nurse practitioners.

W e  wa  n t  y o u r  i n p u t ! 
Quality care and service are what we strive to  

provide, so we’ve added a special feature called  

discharge callbacks after your ED visit. With  

ED discharge callbacks, a registered nurse calls 

patients within 72 hours of release from the  

hospital. Patients can expect follow-up questions 

about their visit and how we may improve the  

care provided. This real-time information gives us 

the ability to react to concerns and recognize those 

staff members who go above and beyond. Many 

patients are already telling us that our ED staff 

members are doing a great job, and many are  

recognizing staff members and physicians by name. 

Our mission is to continually improve and 

expand our services to meet the needs of our com-

munity. We want you and your loved ones to be 

very satisfied with your experience at DRMC. We 

appreciate and welcome your input about the 

health services we provide, so let us hear from you! 

Our door is always open.

Regards,

Dear neighbors,

A message from our CEO

70drm

Greg Lowe
Chief Executive Officer
Dyersburg Regional Medical Center

Spring 2009�

L
yme disease is a bacterial infection often transferred 
by brushing against immature deer ticks in high 
grasses or heavily wooded areas. While most cases 
respond successfully to antibiotics, Lyme disease can 

cause serious complications—including heart and neurologi-
cal problems—if undetected and untreated.

Know the two most common symptoms of early Lyme 
disease: a bull’s-eye rash and flu symptoms, including head-
ache, fever and nausea. If you experience symptoms after 
possible exposure, see a physician. 

Avoid  t icks
The best way to deal with Lyme disease is to avoid tick bites. 
After you’ve spent time outdoors, check your body, including 
your scalp, for ticks. If you find an attached tick, remove it 
with tweezers, grabbing 
close to your skin and 
slowly lifting straight up. 
Save the tick and take it 
to your physician, who 
can check to see if the 
insect is infected.

Could it be  
Lyme disease?

Find more resources!

To find more ways to stay healthy, 

visit www.dyersburgregionalmc.com. 

  Find out

what’s cooking
at www.dyersburgregionalmc.com

New recipe ideas and a 
cooking video every month

Greg Lowe
Chief Executive Officer
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New permanent 
birth control  

at DRMC

Is it an option for you? 

To see if the Essure procedure is right  

for you, call Beverly Love, M.D., at  

(731) 285-2100. Dr. Love sees patients  

at Dyersburg Regional Women’s Center  

at 315 Tickle St. in Dyersburg. 

W
hat if there was a contraceptive procedure 
that required no incision or general anes-
thesia? And imagine you could considerably 
reduce the length of your hospital stay and, 

in many cases, have it done in the comfort of a clinic 
office. The answer is at Dyersburg Regional Medical 
Center.

“A traditional tubal ligation takes about four hours 
from start to finish, while the Essure procedure takes, 
on average, less than an hour,” says Beverly Love, M.D., 
a board-certified obstetrician/gynecologist at Dyersburg 
Regional Women’s Center.

Essure, which gained approval by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration in 2002, has helped women reduce 
the discomfort and recovery time from a tubal ligation. 
With the Essure procedure, a miniature metal coil is 
guided through the woman’s vagina and uterus and up 
to the fallopian tubes, where it’s implanted; scar tissue 
forms and blocks fertilization permanently. The method 
has been proven to be more than 99 percent effective, 
and patient recovery times are dramatically reduced. 
Women can return to normal activities within a day 
after the procedure, versus at least a week of recovery 
with tubal ligation.

Dr. Love supported this procedure from the start and  
was one of only a few physicians selected for the Essure 
procedure clinical trials. “I’ve done hundreds of Essure 
procedures and have been very pleased with the 
outcome,” says Dr. Love. “But, more important, my 
patients have been very satisfied with the procedure 
and the minimal discomfort and recovery time.” 

 D
yersburg Regional Medical Center (DRMC) 
recently added exciting new technology to its 
radiological services department. The Philips 
Brilliance computed tomography (CT) 64-

channel scanner allows our technicians to conduct 
advanced multislice 
CT studies. This 
system enables our 
radiology depart-
ment to achieve 
quality performance 
neurovascular stud-
ies, coronary artery 
imaging, pulmonary 
imaging and critical 
care procedures.

The unique Essence technology is at the core of 
the CT 64-channel scanner. Consisting of an industry-
exclusive X-ray tube, detector and reconstruction 
advancement to deliver optimal image quality, Essence 
technology’s design features lead to new levels of 
clinical performance in radiological services right here 
at DRMC.

“We’re extremely pleased to have this advanced 
technology come to our facility,” says Michael Viar, 
director of DRMC radiology services. “We’re contin-
ually working to improve the quality of our services 
for patients. This CT scanner allows us to view images 
of the body in high resolution, allowing for quicker 
diagnosis. We now have the capability to look at 
the body in 3-D. The scanner will also enhance the 
services we provide through our new cardiac cath lab.”
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An enhanced 
look inside
Advanced CT technology 
comes to DRMC

Need imaging?

Early detection is key when it comes to fighting 

disease. If you need imaging, call DRMC at 

(731) 287-2450.
Beverly  

Love, M.D.
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D
yersburg Regional Medical Center (DRMC) brings 
two enhancements to cardiac care: the opening 
of its new 6,000-square-foot cardiac catheteriza-
tion lab and the addition of two new physicians. 

“We’re pleased to offer cardiac catheterization  
services. This is a continuation of our commitment to  
excellence and providing quality healthcare services 
to our local community,” says Greg Lowe, DRMC chief 
executive officer. “Dyersburg Regional Medical Center 
is fortunate to have Louis E. Cunningham, M.D., FACC, 
and Tommy L. Miller III, M.D., both of Mid-South Heart 
Center, join our active medical staff. We welcome  
Drs. Cunningham and Miller and their expertise in the 
field of cardiology to our family of physicians.”

Louis E.  Cunningham, M.D.,  FACC
Dr. Cunningham is board certified  
in cardiovascular diseases, a 
Fellow of the American College of 
Cardiology and a mentor to Lane 
College students.

He earned his undergraduate  
degree from Lane College in 

Jackson, his medical degree from Meharry Medical 
College in Nashville and his internal medicine and resi-
dency training at Tulane Medical Center in New Orleans, 
La. He served as chief resident of internal medicine 
and completed his residency at the George W. Hubbard 
Hospital in Nashville. He completed his cardiology fellow-
ship at Harlem Hospital Center in New York City in 1987. 

In 1993, Dr. Cunningham founded the Mid-South 
Heart Center. He has since added clinics in Bolivar, 
Camden, Parsons and now Dyersburg.  

Tommy L.  Miller III ,  M.D.
A board-certified cardiologist,  
Dr. Miller attended the University 
of California at Davis, Calif., and 
continued his graduate work at 
California State University in 
Carson, Calif., and Hahnemann 
University in Philadelphia, Pa.  

Dr. Miller earned his medical degree at the University 
of Tennessee Health Science Center College of Medicine 
and completed his residency and cardiology fellowship 
at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, Va. 
Dr. Miller also completed an interventional cardiology 
fellowship at Cooper University Hospital in Camden, N.J.

Dr. Miller joined the medical staff of Mid-South  
Heart Center in 2007 and is now an active medical staff 
member at DRMC. 

Your heart matters

The Mid-South Heart Center is at 1716 Parr Ave., 

Suite C, in Dyersburg. To make an appointment 

with Louis E. Cunningham, M.D., FACC, or Tommy L. 

Miller III, M.D., call (731) 288-3389.

Advanced cardiac care
New cath lab and two new physicians!
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